

Hi, BHS students and families.

We're here to walk you through the course registration process for Batavia High School.

Whether this is your first time navigating our process with your student or your returning family, our goal is to make the process clear, supportive, and aligned with your student's academic goals and post-high school plans.

All right, let's walk through Phase 1, which takes place from October through December. This is where course planning officially begins at Batavia High School.

We kick things off by emailing course placement recommendations to parents and guardians.

These recommendations are based on multiple data points, including your student's current course placements, historical performance trends, and standardized test scores.

This ensures that placements are thoughtful and individualized, aligning with where your student currently is academically and where they're headed.

You'll also receive an individualized student selection form by email. This form is personalized for your student and includes both required courses and options for electives. It's an important part of the process and serves as a roadmap for the next steps.

In the classrooms, our counselors are actively engaging students in the process through lessons focused on four-year planning, exploring a wide range of elective options, and collaborating with case managers when applicable to support students with IEPs or 504 plans.

Phase one is really about laying the groundwork, equipping students and families with the information and recommendations they need to make informed choices before registration begins.

These are examples of our course selection forms.

This is a 10th grade form, an 11th grade form, and a 12th grade form.

As you can see, all of the forms have the course recommendation, and then places for your students to choose their desired courses, including electives.

Now, let's talk about what's expected from both students and parents during this early phase. 
During October through December, families are asked to review core placements together.

These are the placements we email you, which reflect the courses we believe best suit your student based on current data. 

Next, you'll want to look closely at the student selection form, which is customized for each student.

If you believe a core placement recommendation doesn't align with your student's needs or goals, there will be a Google Form link that allows you to submit an appeal for a course placement change.

To get ready for upcoming meetings and counselor sessions, we strongly encourage families to visit a few key resources.

The BHS Course Catalog, which has detailed descriptions of all courses offered, the Course Registration Hub, which includes important tools and dates, and a dedicated page for four-year planning, which helps students think big picture and long term.

All of those are linked right on the slide and will be available on our website in upcoming communications.

Finally, students will complete their official course selection form at school during this window.

For students with an IEP, course selection will be part of their annual review meeting to ensure all supports and goals are aligned.

This phase is truly a partnership.

Phase one is all about thoughtful preparation, reviewing placements, learning about your options, and getting ready for counselor-guided planning.

Taking the time to engage with this process now will set students up for success moving forward.

Moving on to Phase 2, which takes place around mid-January.

At this point, students' schedule choices have been entered into PowerSchool, and it's time to review and confirm those selections.
At BHS, communication about this phase begins through Bulldog Bites and the BHS Messenger, where families will be notified that the verification process is starting.

A verification email will be sent outlining the steps to review the submitted schedule.

This email will include a link to the Change Request Form, which families can use if they need to make adjustments.

Once notified, students and their parents or guardians should log in to PowerSchool to view the course selections that have been entered.

If any changes are needed, whether it's an elective or a core class, families can complete the Change Request Form at that time.

This is the opportunity to adjust choices or course rigor levels before schedules are created.

This verification phase ensures that all stakeholders, students, families, and counselors are on the same page before moving forward.

It's an important checkpoint in the registration process.

Now, let's talk about Phase 3, Final Core Placement Change, which happens in late April.

This phase allows for a final review of core course placements as we approach the end of the second semester.

The purpose here is to make adjustments in case a student's academic needs have changed since their initial placement.

At this stage, BHS will communicate with families through Bulldog Bites and the BHS Messenger.

We will share the Change Request Form, which is required to request any updates to course placements.

For students and parents and guardians, you'll need to complete the Change Request Form if a core placement change is necessary.

Please remember that only core courses are eligible for changes during this final review period.

Student Schedules will be released in early August, so here's what to expect during this phase.

First, from the school side, BHS will release Student Schedules on PowerSchool, our student information system.

Also, BHS will open up the Course Change Form at this time.

This gives students and families an opportunity to request changes if necessary.

Now, let's talk about what's expected from students and families, and this includes parents and guardians.

Once schedules are available, you should log into PowerSchool to review the student schedules carefully.

Ask yourself a few key questions. Are any graduation requirements missing? Are you looking to increase the rigor of your courses? Are any classes out of sequence? And do you need a prerequisite that you haven't taken?

If you notice any issues or want to request changes, you'll need to complete the course change form.

Just keep in mind that there is limited availability for elective changes, so not all requests can be granted.

If you have any questions or concerns at any time, please reach out to your school counselor or to the assistant principal of your student's house.

Thank you so much.



